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The Senden which gave 1 to the following - 
- Addreſs, had its riſe wholly among the Perſons who are 
mentioned in the title; yet as that may, perhaps, include 


many who diſapprove the proceedings of the reſt, -they_ - | 


will accept my apology, if the title is too large for the 
occaſion, It has given me much pain that there was a. 


negeſſic) of any addreſs, If I could do it conſiſtently with 


| vl my eaſe of duty under my preſent circumſtances, I could 


put theſe ſheets into the flames with more ſatisfaQtion 
en I now commit them to the preſs, V 
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Buero Burruszu, 
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f A s Fan no win r permitted to 1 Eu to 


you from the pulpit, you wilt 5.4 with 


me, if i take this method (which is the only one 
in my power) of addreffing you from'the pes. 
If I could have been fo happy as to have b: 
tained acceſs to you in private, every addreñn Þþ 
of this kind might have beet rendered unne-, - 
_ cefſary; but as a mutual referve, occaliopet_ 2 
by the great difference in the ſpirit and princts. - 
_ ples which form our converſation, has 4 1 
me of that method of expreſſing my ſentiment 


T am urged in this public manner to expol- 


. tulate with you. I wiſh, if poſſible, to con- 
vince you, that as the treatment I have met 
with was manifeſtly unchriſtian, ſo it was ei- 
ther ſo liberal, nor even e equitable, as might 5 
naturally bave been expatied in a town of 
trade, like Hull, and om a commercial _ 
People, „ >: 
Commerce, tho it cannot Hake us Chal. . 
ans, is uſually obſerved to have very bene 


kiial elkelte upon GS mind, by 9 off its 
1 hs prejudices 1 
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prejudices, and piving it a turn 4. and 
ingenuous ſentiments. The City of Briſtol 1 16 
ſaid to afford a proof of the truth of this re- 
mark. In that City, * pure and undefiled re- 
ligion” is treated with every mark of reſpett. 


It is true, that Chriſtianity appears there in 


her faireſt form, and even commands the ve- 
neration of all ho behold her. I can now 
recolle& many perſous in that City who de- 
ſerve the eſteem and admiration of all who 


are ſo happy as to know them, If this be 


true, Briſtol is worthy of imitation; and it 


were greatly to be wiſhed, that all her com- 


mercial ſiſters in this favoured iſland would 


follow her example. Tho' I have mentioned - 


Briſtol in particular, I doubt not but there are 


many trading towns in this country, where the 
followers of Jeſus are eſteemed ; and which, 
on that, account. are deſerving of the” ame 


praiſe“. 

Hull is celebrated ſor the variety 3 —8 
dance of ſpiritual mercies, with which. it hath 
been ge. lor 9 time paſt. lis fame 

| reached 


— 


* 


. 7 Hh 1 wote the 1 57 1 3 17887 a_cele- 
| brated letter to the Sheriffs of the City of Briſtol, in 
Which the elegant writer ſeems to take a pleaſure in 


conſidei ing himſelf as“ the repreſentative of an honeſt, 


well- ordered and virtuous City ; of a people who. (as 


he ſays) preſerve. more of the original Engliſh imph- | 
eity, and purity of manners, than perhaps any other.“ 
Theſe are his own words, and in my judgement, they 
account for that candid and honourable' reception 
which the religion of ay Chriſt. has met e on its 
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Cu FRF 7 
reached me at the diſtance of ſome hundred 
miles. Indeed, I have heard its praiſes in ve- 
- ry different and diſtant parts of this kingdom 
be account of fo great bleſſings, and of the 
unuſval harmony which was reported to ſubſiſt 
among the miniſters of the goſpel of every de- 
nomination, led me to imagine that Hull was 
become alittle heaven upon earth; and that I 
ſhould ſurely find: (after ſome ſtorms and diſ- 
treſſes which had troubled me im my Chriſtian: 
_ courſe) a certain divine repoſe in a place ſo 
greatly favoured of the Lord: And I have not 
been wholly diſappointed That God hathi 
been in this place, is evident. It is eaſy ts! 
trace his divine footitegs thro' the hearts of 
He has lighted up many ſacred fires around 
us in Hull; and if he ſhould:give them a deep- 
er glow, and intenſer heat, a warmth wouldi © 
be felt thro! the whole town. At leaſt, unden 
ſuch cireumſtances, the church of God would 
become terrible to its foes. Hull would then 
merit its preſent reputation. A ſeeret and in- 
ternal harmony would then take place; a fim 
and unſhaken union of fouls by the ſame ipiritt 
in the bonds of the common goſpel. All ſepe- 
rate intereſts in religion would immediately 
fall into one. We ſhould be all governed by; 
a pure deſire to ſee the kingdom of Jeſus: 
I Chriſt advanced by any inſtraments he might 
I think good to make uſe of for that purpoſe. 
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1 me this digreſſion. Ou ee at 
3 che peculiar claim to my attention: 
and 1, heartily wiſh that this paper may fall 
into your hands in ſome favourable moment 
when buſineſs and pleaſure ceaſe to agitate, 
and your minds are diſpoſed to liſten to me 


without prejudice ;. when no eye is upon you 


but that of your Creator, and you are free to 
give a vent to your feelings without diſſimula- 
tion. This mode of addreſs may be more a- 


: greeable to your taſte, and better adapted to 


raiſe, at leaſt for the preſent, a fluſh of humani- 
ty and reaſon, than any other that I could 


_—_ uſed. If Fam able to convey che truth 


9 minds in any way, I ſhall think my- 
felf happy. If by any means I could ſave 
ſome of you, who ſeem to have become my 


enemies only becauſe I have told you the truth: 

if 1 could win your ſouls to Jeſus, our ador- 
able Saviour, I ſhould think ita bappy con- 
ok queſt. The late treatment I have met with 


has not impaired my good will towards you: I 


do not write this either to condemn you, or to: 
vindicate myſelf fo. much as to give you a 
proof of my regard for Han, and of . love 

100 your ſouls. #6] £310 


IJ Vould beg leave 10 tell you of by 5 


ar grace which God bath been pleaſed to ſhow 
vou. — His love to Hull hath been wonderful. 
He hath given a proof of his love for the chil- 


dren of men, by an illuſtriouꝭ example of it in- 


ns tOWD. The place, as you know, warms : 


I” 


4 


with inhabitants. All the places of worſhip, if 
they were filled at the ſame time. would not 
contain a third part of them. Now in what 
manner can God ſhow bis love to the ſouls of 
theſe his creatures? How can he give them 
the beſt, the moſt ſtriking expreſſion of his 
grace and good will towards them? Surely by 
ſending to them the meſſengers of his mercy. 
Accordingly we find that he has actually ſup- 
plied the ſeveral places of worſhip with judi- 
cious, faithful, and able miniſters. The town 
of Hull is as remarkable for the riches of ibe 
goſpel which it enjoys, as it is for its commer- 
cial affluence, or any advantages whieh ure 
purely ot a temporal nature ; 
But you may be diſpoſed to aſk. has: folk 
uncommon favour as I have mentioned has 
been ſhown to YOU ? The queſtion is impor- 
tant; and it is the chief debgn. of this Lan gee to 
; gave you an anſwer to it. FFF 
Permit me then to ober to you, That > 
God beholding how indifferent you were to 
that ſalvation, which he had brought into tbe 3 


High-Church, and the ſeveral Chapels; or 


rather, how unwilling you were to“ ſeek * 1 
face, and to go where he might: have been 
found; in great pity to your ſouls, conde! 
ſcended, notwithſtanding ſuch perverſeneſs, to 
ſeek you, and to come where you where. 
_ you were not diſpoſed to viſit him; he did not 
in anger, as he juſtly might have done, leave 
. 2 in 3 that darkneſs which ng bad \preſozyed 
i ; to 
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to his bleſfed light; but be has brought his 
light ſo near you, as to oblige you to ſee it, 
unleſs you obſtinately perſiſt to ſhut your eyes 


againſt it. There can be no doubt, that it was 

your duty to have gone to the High Church, or 
any of the Chapels where you were informed; 
the. goſpel was preached :- and: if 1mmor- 


tality had been an object of your concern, 


your inclination would have correſponded 
with your duty, and you would have waited 
upon God in any place where you heard he 


Was, not only becauſe you ought to have paid 
that reſpett to the divine STRANGER; but 


alſo becauſe in that caſe, your ſouls wand 
have thirſted for the preſence. of the "_ 
30d. 99 . 8 
The Lad had. rained. down is manna- in 
great plenty around your tents, but you choſe 
rather to periſh, than to be bumble, and: dili- 
gent enough to go forth and gather it. What 


could the Lord do more? Only one thing; 
and that he was pleaſed to do, for he broke | 
open your tent door, and ſcattered the manna, | 


the precious manna before your. faces. | After 
ſuch a miracle of grace, if you continue to de- 
ſpiſe him, and to tread upon his mercies, can 
hs be blamed. if he leave your ſouls to periſh ? 
Theſe. remarks admit of an eaſy appli- 


cation. The Low Church till very lately 


was che eien of the more poliſhed 3 of 


people in che Sunday afternoons, when the 


High- W by Mr. Milner, whoſe 
| | . 


Niere 8 N 


9 10 


plainneſs of Wesch; conſidering his: 8 i 


ledged piety and, great abilities, ſhould not, 
one would imagine, have. given offence: to 
any; but rather have endeared him to every 
conſiderate and virtuous perſon. YOU. 


however, thought your ſelves. happy in having 
one place of worſhip in Hull, where you could 

o admit your elegant friends. to ſit with you, 
without fear of being diſturbed, either by the _ 


multitude of poor people with which you have” 
been ſince infeſted: ; or by. the fidelity of the 
preacher, another ſtil more terrible grievance; 
under which you have lately been Slice to 


8 13 ES 41 


The great change which took place laſt year 
in the Low- Church was effected in ſuch a man: 
ner as to demonſtrate, that, there was a divine | 
interpoſition | in your favour. The firſt entrance 
of the goſpel amongſt you was attended with 
many remarkable circumſtances, in all which 
the power, the wiſdom and grace of God were 
ſo clearly manifeſted, that, unleſs you. had 
been blind, you muſt have ſeen them: Suchan 


_ expreſſion of his love and preſence muſt have 
commanded your hearts, and obliged you to 


adore him. The goſpel certainly was intro- 
duced to you with the fulleſt evidence of the 

good will both of God and man. When the 
Fel tumults were over, which ſuch an innova- 
tion might naturally occaſion, you were free 


to have taken a review of the wonderful pro- 
| vidences which 1 were concerned in it. Your 
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_ © gracious benefaQor, the adorable IMMANU- 


EL, treated you with all that goodneſs for 
which he is celebrated by thoſe who know him. 


As it was the deſire of his ſoul to gain you 


for himſelf, at his firſt introduQtion'to your 


notice he was pleaſed to aſſume his lovelieſt 


appearance, and to ſhine with fo much autho- 


rity, gentleneſs, and wiſdom, thro! his ſervant 1 
. Mr. King, that yourſelves were ſomewhat al- 

loared to eſteem the miniſter, tho'you knew not 

the divine Maſter who filled him with his Spirit, 


and bleſſed him with his own temper, © © 


. Uſually the goſpel is preached by plain and 

unlettered men. And even amongſt ourſelves 
Who were more immediately defigned for the 
miniſtry (at leaſt by ourſelves, and friends, 


and conſequently prepared for it, as fome 


| ſpeak, by the improvements of education) there 
are many who in the warmth of their love for 
_ fouls are apt to forget theſe their advantages, 
and to reduce themſelves to the ſtandard of 
common men who ſpeak by the Spirit of God. 


'But the diſpoſition of things in your caſe was 


very uncommon. The Lord was pleaſed to 
ſtoop down to the infirmities of the creatures, 


whom he had made. He knew the prejudices 


of your minds againſt his religion : the un- 

Happy bias which had hung for a long time 
upon the town, and which was not at all re- 
moved from St. Mary's parifh in the late re- 
vival of religion in this place: the formal, and 


unmeaning way of preaching you had been 


long 


"uſhered. in all at once in its uſua 
* without ſome alleviating circumſtances:to cor- 
rect thoſe humours which otherwiſe might na- 


| Sees 


to ſend to you a ſele& meſſenger 
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long uſed to and Bay ſurprize and wrath » 


which would have ariſen, if his golpel had been 
plainneſs, 


8 f be expetted to Appen pon ſuch an 
10 


1 

He was pleaſed therefore i in his great mercy. 
of his grace. 
How delicate was the wiſdom of God in this 
matter ! He appeared to heſitate: even amongſt 
the beſt; as if his love had occaſioned a ſul- 
pence which of them he ſhould ſeleft ; which 
of them he ſhould ſend to you; which would 
be moſt acceptable; by which hei could win 
moſt of you to himſelf. 1 ſpeak this from my 


own knowledge of ſome particular providences, 


which were, concerned upon this occaſion ; 


and I cannot but think, that when you have . 


taken theſe into conſideration, you muſt not be 
a little affected with the GRE; grace which | 
has been ſhevn to you. 

I would not ſay any thing for which my 
own ſpirit might grieve when the hand that 1s 
now moving over this paper is cold in the duſt. 
I would not even, ſeem: to bring a diſgrace 
upon the goſpel by ſayingany ching in an im- 
proper temper. If any of the above reflec- 
tions, or ſuch as may bew, in the courſe of 


this addreſs, ſhould 5 thought to have an air 
of ſeverity; it may be ſaid — have proceeded 
from the nature of the ſubject. Some may 
5 1 you 


* poly think that it Ke much Aker co- 


tours than I was willing to give it. —If the ſhaft 


were ever fo keen, the unconſcious breaſt 


would be impenetrable to it. To which I 


muſt add, that if TRUTH hath. ſharpened A 


it to make it plerce- deeply enough, LOVE 
hath ſtood by and poliſhed it os the wound 


ang be attended with the leaſt poſſible pain. l. 


Before I proceed to defend myſelf, it will 


be proper to _ this part of my ſubje& to a 


cloſe. It is by 
and therefore has been ſo much inſiſted on. 
If I am ſo happy as to engage your attention 


to it, fo far as to prevail with you to acknow- 
ledge che truth of what I have faid concerning 


the diſtinguiſhed love of God to you; I ſhall 
be little ſolicitous of the good opinions of thoſe, 
whoſe © hearts are ſo groſs, their ears ſo heavy, 
«and their eyes ſo cloſed, that theycannot be 


* at any time converted ;” who have been fo 


long habituated to lies, —that in their wretched 


deluſion they call darkneſs, light; and light, 


4 darkneſs; put bitter, for ſweet ; and ſweet, 


for bitter; call evil, gootl; and good, evil.“ 


Such unbappy perſons are the objeQts of my 


eompaſſion: I could weep over them, if that 
would do them good: but they are no long- 
er capable of being adꝗreſſed as reaſonable 


creatures. I requeſt the attention of thoſe 


who are not enemies to virtuous conſideration; 


for I would not involve all in the ſame com- 
mon cenſure: Many of you l believe, are 


„ 


ar the moſt important part, 
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4 not my « enemies. I appeal to —— e a 
E Sand reaſon. Is it not evident to both that I 
| have in the above pages fully declared the 
1 12 thing as it is?“ Whatever exceptions you 
may have taken to MY youth, or way of 
& preaching, you will acknowledge that God 
bas ſent you ONE miniſter at leaſt whom you 
cannot blame; whoſe mature age and experi- 
| | ence, unaffected piety, and ſolid judgment ; 


! ̃ ²˙ Ä—— r pt 0,8. 


a and above all, his uncommon gentleneſs or 
3 mind have even conſtrained you to be ſilent. 
. | If Mr. King's health would ſuffer him to 
1 |. reſide conſtantly at Hull, and to preach more 
frequently, there could be no one, in m 


g opinion, better adapted to the Low- Church, 

Il F or more likely to be uſeful, eſpecially to per- 

5 ſons in your rank of life. I could not wiſh 

2 you any other miniſter, But as ill health and 

e || the cries of his flock at Middleton ſolicited 

o his return into the country, Mr. King applied 

d || to me, who was at that time near three hun- 

t, | dred miles from hence, to ſupply his place, at 

t, J Hull and Middleton alternately, as his health a 

and other circumſtances might require. 1! 

y | variety of ſtriking providences (which it is not- 

it || neceſſary for me to relate) as well as a great + 

Hand divine encouragement of the SPIRIT 

e | who* direQts the paths of thoſe who love him, 

e | convinced me it was the will of God that I 

1; | ſhould accept my beloved brother's invitation, 

and go dovn to Hull. Accordingly I followed 

e the cloud,“ till it reſted in the Low-Church; 

ot where multitudes have been refreſhed under | 
. B "n=" Wil; 


1 
1 | 
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I] * 


I its tow, Bas the FOE 37 haveg] 
been crouded. Even the ſkirts of the cloud 


| working by my unworthy hands. As a proof . 


have been ſhed ſince the firſt report that . a 


the change of countenace chat appeared in 


hoever they are, that it would be no di ſparagement 
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of glory have been delightful to many. In the = 
midſt of many conflias, the Lord has been 


ol this, I need only mention the many tears that -* 


ſhould be obliged to leave Hull; the in- | 
ceſſant prayers that have been offered up 4. 
in the various parts of this large town; and 


the congregation when I declared in the courſe 


of a late ſermon that I was forced. to leave 
wem. Some were ſo greatly affected, as to 


de obliged to go out of the church ; and ſome 
felt ſufficient anguiſh of ſoul. to prevent. their 


. 5 the alternden? : 1 


* When ere ight, of 3 are K they 1 
have no more influence upon ſome hearts, than thoſe 
of Juſtice and religion. Many er ſons, one would 
think, do even diſdain to weep. I heard of one Lady. 
who ele, that ſhe could. not conceive what it 
Was, that made the people weep and of another, who 
ſaid, you may, know by their weeping, that they are 
Miethodiſts. By the ſame rule a litile reverſed, 


may know that they were not Methodiſts by e 1 


hard hearts. It is no diſgrace for a ſinner to mourn. 
before God. And I mult aſſure thoſe gentle. Ladies, 


to them to weep over their tranſgreſſions. Whatever 
they may imagine, no other ſacrifice that they can 
offer, will be accepted of: God, but that of a broken 
and humble heart, Many, IL. ſear, harden their on 


.__ Hearts, left their companions ſhould call them Metho- 


orfts. It is a name, which many dread and abhor. 
But for my own part, I am not aſhamed publicly to 
Lonfeſs that I value the prayers, aud good will of the 
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" From what 1 Jiao: faid, 1 think, it | _ 8 


i* os hown a peculiar "<3 Be _ What greatly/ 
e & . ne me in this ſentiment, is, the good 
n Vill he has created in my own heart towards 
f vou. I cannot but look upon this as a reflec- 
it FF tiow (tho' a dim refleQion) of his own infinite 
I J - Joving-kindneſs. _ 

- | . Fcome now more particularly to det 
4 myſelf. The grand charges which have been 
| brought againſt me, are, —ihat I am too young 
0 inſtruct fo wile a congregation: too ve- 

'hement in my addreſs. to pleaſe ſo. polite an 
audience as uſually aſſembles at the Low- 
Church; — and, what is extremely unſuita- - 
| ble to the dignity. of the pulpit, inſtead of a 
| fermon-book, I have only taken-the Plain Bible 
Vith me into chat ſacred place, 
Ih beſe heavy charges have been urged” 
. againſt, me, (with. no. ſmall eloguence, as 1 
ſuppoſe) in the private e of ſome 
who are ranked among the more refined per- 
ſons in this town. Diſcerning people will ad- 

. mire ſuch ſpeeches rather for the politeneſs of © 

the expreſſion, than for. the weight: of their 

meaning, or the virtue of their Iago. If>E:- 
had been informed of more important objec- 


rene ot. ble ou 
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tit it were only to give a greater dignity to this. 
addreſe. Small praiſe can be obtained by an- 
B 2 ͤ  _ fwering; 


Methtodifts.more than all the applauſe, and; Kullen Ft 
- the great: and uople or tne carin. | "I 
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tions, I ſhould certainly take notice of them, 


[7 


fwering ſuch arguments as the 8 - Yet, ay. 
ſomething muſt be ſaid by way of reply to them, SY 
the whole merit muſt conſiſt in its ſhortneſs. - 

It would appear a good objeftion, to fay, 
that I am too young to preach, if my age was 
below that which is prefcribed by the Church | 
of England to thoſe who enter into her ſervite. 


But this is ſo far from being true, that I might 


have obtained full orders a year ago, if 
a regard to my firſt ſolemn engagement, and 
fidelity in my office, had not excluded me from 
that favour. I was perſuaded by the Holy 


Ghoſt to take upon me the office of a Deacon. 


I confeſs that I was divinely perſuaded: and do 
here provoke all the Caſuiſts among the Clergy, 

to make it appear to any intelligent and unbi- 
aſſed perſon, that the pious and forcible ex- 
preſſion, which perhaps they may remember 
in the ordination of Deacons has, or can have, 
any other meaning leſs awful and important 


than that which I have mentioned. Unperjur- 


ed before the altar, and poſſeſt with the moſt 
ſolemn views of the nature of the office into 
which I then entered, I have ſince that time 
*exerciſed myſelfto preſerve a conſcience void 
_ *Gf offence towards God and towards men. 
The ſame SPIRIT who MOVED me in the 
deſign never deſerted me in the execution. I 
can give my teſtimony to the truth of the 
Apoſtle's declaration, That *they who have 
„ uſed the office of a Deacon well, purchaſe 
10 . a good degree, and great 
2 | 6 8 88 5 


CS 1 8 5 95 hes 


6. boldnefvi in the faith that i is in Chriſt? Jeſus. $ 
This declaration has given me much com- 
fort at the time when thoſe privileges in che 
Church of England were detained from me 
which my education, my predilettion for her, 
and. my labours in her ſervice. Gave. me TO: 
to expect. 
To ſay therefore that I'am too young to be 
enger, of God; is, at once to oppoſe God 
who hath already appointed me to that office, 
and the Governors of che Church, who have- . 
fixed upon that age which they thought the 
moſt proper limit for the entrance of young 
men into her ſervice.—-Beſides, if I were even 
much younger, than I appear to be, it would 
not become perſons of mature underſtanding 
to diſeſteem me purely on that account» Hoa- 
ry age cannot ſanctify falſhood; nor is truth 
leſs lovely becauſe it comes from the lips of 
youth. If any deſpiſe my youth, I e. in it. 
I. cannot - expreſs the ſatisfaction L feel this 
moment in preſenting the early ſacrifice of my. 


health and ſpirits to- Him who made me for 


himſelf. May it ever burn upon his. altar! 
That circumſtance of my. youth; which may, 
render me contemptible to ſome, has been at- 
tended with very different effects upon others. 
Many have confeſſed that: their prejudices! 
againſt religion have been entirely removed. 
a conviction, at once ſolemn and pleaſing 
to the mind; chat the power of Chriſt reſted 
upon me, and that his ſtrength was made 
1 rs in weakneſs.” : am animated, I ac- 
„ a 
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knowledge, by theſe 3 to e 5 


' with more alacrity and vigour, whilſt youth 


remains, that I may bring m the more glory 


to my God, and at laſt obtain the crown of 


eternal WE: , 
As to my extempore way of dn 1 
_ ſhall ſay little of it. The ſubject at large cer- 
tainly deſerves a careful diſcuſſion; and if it 


ſhould fall into proper hands, might afford 


many obſervations which would be uſeful to the 


miniſters of Chriſt, as well as to the Church in 


general. In my own vindication, I ſhall only 
ſay, that, after having tried the other methods, 
which are in common uſe, I ſee many reaſons 
lin my own caſe at leaſt) to prefer that which 
is at preſent the ſubject of ſo much blame. It 
has appeared to me to be the molt liberal, and. 
affecting; the moſt eaſy, and apoſtolical ; and 

the moſt generally plealing —and by far the - 


5 moſt ſucceſsful. 


Many inconveniences of a very ſerious na- 


dure attend the common way of preaching from 


written ſermons. I fhall mention one, which 
is leſs obvious. It is apt to create in the 


preacher's mind a certain indolent dependence 
5 on ſomething, which he thinks he has alrea- - 
Y 


bronght to a point ; and in which he has no 


I'S. further occaſion for the divine aſſiſtance: a diſ- 
poſition natural to us, but exceedingly deteſta- 


ble before God; and which does not need the 
e art of cultivation to improve it. 
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bimſelf to that idelent way 1 85 presching, 


| which is ſo much admired, he muſt find it xx. > 


_ tremely difficult, when ſuddenly called upon to 


give his public teſtimony to the truth, unleſs _ 


1 he happens to have his ſermon in his pocket. 


This brings to my remembrance an anecdote, 


that I lately heard; and which affords an illuf- 


trious example of the truth of this obſervation. 
A certain Dignitary of the Church, being in 
one of the polite places of reſort, was requeſt- 


ed by ſome of his friends, to favour them with 


a ſermon in the Cathedral. His Lordſhip re- 
palied, that he could not poſſibly do it; for he 


had determined to lay aſide preaching, and 
therefore to cut off all ſolicitations of that ſort, 
bad brought no ſermons along with him. Glo- = 
_ rious Apology ! ſufficient one would imagine, 
to ſhake any Chriſtian kingdom with ſorrow, 


or indignation. However, the day is coming 


Vhen every charaQer ſhall have its due praiſe: 


when the purple and the lawn ſhall be torn Meth: Y 
away; and the ſoul ſtand naked before the tri — 


bunal of unerring juſtice. 

Many uſually pay an unmeaning cop | 
to the firſt Apoſtles at the expence of the Uni- 
verſal Church of Chriſt. They pretend at leaſt 

that the aſſiſtance of the Spirit was confined to 
| the firſt ages of Chriſtianity. This they do with 


the ſame temper and views as would have led 


them in thoſe ages to deny that there is any 


SPIRIT at all. The Apoſtles are indebtedto._ _ i 5 


their diſtance from us for thoſe unwelcome ho- - 
„ nours 
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nours wicht ſome are diſpoſed 6 10 give them; 
| Preſent examples, tho' of inferior luſtre azs | 
dazzling and offenſive: but the Apoſtles are too 


far off to hurt any perſons either in their re- 


putation or intereſts. However if we may con- 


ceive them for a moment in their mortal; 


pearanee, as in the days of their ſufferings, 5 


approach ſome. of their- pretended: admirers, 
it would not hę unnatural to expect a prodigious. 


transformation. The plauſible ſmooth tongue 


which had been once fo laviſſi in their praiſes, 


would ſuddenly be armed with the bittereſt in- 
vectives; or- would: turn at leaſt from the A- 


poſtles, with much gravity, to the commendati- 
on of the ſimple and various Patriarchg.— Pre- 


ſent virtue gives too machrpain, to be e 


: - commended. 


But that I may.now conclude this part of my- 


| ee let me take the liberty to ſay, that * 


regard the moderate talent I have in ſpeakin 


as the gift of God. Even the ſmalleſt gifts, in 


this view, are to be highly valued; It would be 


blamable to impoſe ihe yoke upon myownneck; . 


aſter he has broken it off:; aud to preach writ- 
ten ſermons, after he has favoured me with the 


ability to preach without a copy; and has ſhown. 


me that this method of declaring his will, is the: 


| moſt agreeable to himſelf, and the moſt benefis. . 
cial to men. Beſides, if I ſhould day myſelf: 
under ſach unneceſſary reſtraints, as ſome re · 
commend, who will undertake to eee me 
| ones Ow ſhall ever be taken off again?[Iiac-; | 
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| knoJwedge that I am ſomewhat tender in this 
reſpett. I at upon the moſt ſerious convittion. 
I hope my friends will indulge me, if they can- 
not entirely enter into my fentiments. 


As to thatvehemencyin my manner of ſpeak- 


ing, which has furniſhed'a pretence for a third 
complaint; I folemnly declare, that the warmth 
of my affection for you, my tender concern for 


your immortal and moſt precious intereſts, 


and my regard for my Maſter's honour, have 
given that little energy to my voice, expreſſion 


to my countenance, and action to my hands, 
which unfortunately have offended. Howe- 


ver, if at any time I have appeared to give 
the reins. to my affeQtions, I ſtill held them in 
my hand, and reſerved to myſelf a liberty to 


F: repreſs them at my pleaſure. In the midſt of 


the tumults that troubled you, my own ſpirit 


| vas undiſturbed. Upon the ftage, or in any o- 
ther place where God, where virtue, where your 
ſouls, were not concerned, you would think it 

criminal in a ſpeaker to be unmoved. - But 

after all, it is not my ſpeaking in the pulpit 
inſtead of reading; it is not any vehemency in 
air, or manner; it is not even my youth, that 
hath given the great offence; it is not your 
underſtanding, but your pride and falſe delica- 
cy, which have been ſhocked. A corrupt na- 
ture hath trembled from its foundation. I 


have freely declared that cards, plays, balls, 


aſſemblies, and the feveral enormities which ac- 


company them, are to be ranked among the 


* 


orks of the fleſh :” that you cannot attend 
theſe, and be at the ſame time © unſpotted from 
the world :” that unleſs © you viſit the father- 
leſs, and widows in their afflition,” you can 
| have no pretention to pure religion and un- 
defiled before God and the father: that you. 
cannot pay ſuch gracious viſits, without declin- 
ing many of thoſe, which at preſent engage 
you: that it is ſcarcely poſſible you can adorn. 
- yourſelves with good works,” as God requires, 
unleſs you convert ſome of the glittering orna- 
ments, which ſurround: your perſons, to the uſe. 
of the poor; as well as much of that time, which, 
is now employed in adjuſting them with ſuch a 
curious felicity as ſhall beſt ſtrike the beholder's. 
eye, and divert the attention from the mind to 
the more powerful attractions of the perſon. 
— Theſe were. the true Springs of the late Pe- 
-  tition, whichinſinuates that I have given gene - 
ral diſſatisfadion to the pariſh, when. at the 


fame time the Church could. not contain the 


multitudes that attended my miniſtry, If ten 


faſtidious people without reli ion, Are 10 re- oY 
preſent a whole pariſh confili g. perhaps, | of 


_ almoſt as many thouſands, what the petitioners. 
By, is true. I have given them great diffatis-» | 
fattion. Perhaps they. deteſt me, as much as. 

the virtue I recommend. But if by the pariſh, | '* 
we are to underſtand (as I think we are) the 

greateſt, number of perſons reſiding in the pa- 
riſh, I may fairly conelude from the great and 
genera] regard which ene 


e * 


_ 


from the proteſt, which bas 5 made againſt 5 
the Petition, that the Pariſſi hath been greatly 
+ miſrepreſented, and that I (if that were of 5 


any conſequence) have been greatly injured. 


1 have only mentioned ten perſons & en- 


i gaged ' in the-petition, tho' it is ſaid to have 


been ſigned by fifteen; becauſe I am inform 5 | 
ed that ſome of the Gentlemen are forry 


they were ſo unwiſe as to ſubſcribe it with- 
out deliberation. , | | 
Conſcious of my own integrity; and of; the 


Juſtice of my cauſe; and ſenſible allo of the 
concern, which, every perſon of virtue "ought 
to take in it; I appeal to the candour of the 
public. I call upon the protettors of the Church . 


of England, who can reſpett our religion, un- 
_ graced by titles, uncorrupted by large revenues 
and in her native purity ſpeaking the language | 
of ſimple truth. If the declining virtue of 


this nation deſerve your care; if che languiſh- 
ing religion of our country be an object f 


your regard; I call upon you, in the name of 
God, to recollect your proper dignity, and to 
give to the public ſome ſubſtantial proof that 


| chis religion bas employed your thoughts, and 


that yon only waited for ſome proper opportu-- 


nity of ſhowing your reverence of that God 


whom England worſhips; and for whoſe name ö 


5 of its wileſt and moſt venerable men 1 wane | 


ſhed their blood. 


I have thus e to lebe yi 4 10 5 at 3 
timony of wh araber and good will towards f 


e 


1 5 . Fei . e en there may be * wy 


the language; of this addreſs, or the manner in 
Which it has been condutted, you mult be 
. ed to acknowledge that it n ſome 0 
8 of 1 importance, which deſerve your con- 

ration: There are: ſome perſons who » 
ils the feverity. with which they are here 
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bk, 1 = and perhaps much more. If truth be 
Z * 5 is not my fault. The hour is ap- 


3 zroaching when” pethaps the ſeverity of truth ©. 
* 8 - vl be more univerſally felt than even the ef- 935 
. fefis of mercy. Ido not pray that my enemies 
way be put to confuſion in the day when we 
hall appear togethet, but, that rather they 8 
> 208 N friends. a0 -- 
„„ 8 affiftionate fervent | 
; "3 5 no. LL, Juty 48. In lle Gel 8 5 
55 1 80 * 8. B. 52 COLLIN 8. 
EE „ agent e 
3 . 8. 1 JE been fa aa in the 
pre eding pages to mention the name of my, 
24 . friend and brother, Mr. King, os 
fg . have taken the liberty. of exprefling . 
the igh*opinion I have always Cee? 0 'Y 1 
im, in: ſo:  publiga-manner, if it. could have 
been avoided= But the courſe of my argument * 
2 We it: and I was provin 3. en 
5 im ach a caſe, al lule delicacies thoule yi Yield 
4 ph to things of i Importance. - IJ flatter:myſelf that 
TS a -Ffſhall- be more -eaſtly- excuſed, as every one 
vill confeſs, that I have faid nothing concerning, I 
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